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§301.0 Scope and applicability of this
part.

This part deals with the administra-
tion of title IV-D of the Social Security
Act by the Federal Government includ-
ing actions on the State plan and
amendments thereto and review of
such actions; grants under the ap-
proved plan; review and audit of State
and local expenditures; and reconsider-
ation of disallowances of expenditures
for Federal financial participation.

§301.1 General definitions.

When used in this chapter, unless the
context otherwise indicates:

Act means the Social Security Act,
and the title referred to is title IV-D of
that Act.

Agent of a Child means a caretaker
relative having custody of or responsi-
bility for the child.

Applicable matching rate means the
rate of Federal funding of State IV-D
programs’ administrative costs for the
appropriate fiscal year. The applicable
matching rate for FY 1990 and there-
after is 66 percent.

Assigned support obligation means, un-
less otherwise specified, any support
obligation which has been assigned to
the State under section 408(a)(3) of the
Act or section 471(a)(17) of the Act, or
any medical support obligation or pay-
ment for medical care from any third

party which has been assigned to the
State under 42 CFR 433.146.

Assignment means, unless otherwise
specified, any assignment of rights to
support under section 408(a)(3) of the
Act or section 471(a)(17) of the Act, or
any assignment of rights to medical
support and to payment for medical
care from any third party under 42 CFR
433.146.

Attorney of a Child means a licensed
lawyer who has entered into an attor-
ney-client relationship with either the
child or the child’s resident parent to
provide legal representation to the
child or resident parent related to es-
tablishment of paternity, or the estab-
lishment, modification, or enforcement
of child support. An attorney-client re-
lationship imposes an ethical and fidu-
ciary duty upon the attorney to rep-
resent the client’s best interests under
applicable rules of professional respon-
sibility.

Birthing hospital means a hospital
that has an obstetric care unit or pro-
vides obstetric services, or a birthing
center associated with a hospital. A
birthing center is a facility outside a
hospital that provides maternity serv-
ices.

Central authority means the agency
designated by a government to facili-
tate support enforcement with a for-
eign reciprocating country (FRC) pur-
suant to section 459A of the Act.

Central registry means a single unit or
office within the State IV-D agency
which receives, disseminates and has
oversight responsibility for processing
incoming interstate IV-D cases, includ-
ing UIFSA petitions and requests for
wage withholding in IV-D cases and, at
the option of the State, intrastate IV-
D cases.

Controlling order State means the
State in which the only order was
issued or, where multiple orders exist,
the State in which the order deter-
mined by a tribunal to control prospec-
tive current support pursuant to the
UIFSA was issued.

Country means a foreign country (or
a political subdivision thereof) de-
clared to be an FRC under section 459A
of the Act and any foreign country (or
political subdivision thereof) with
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